Feast of Trumpets

Leviticus 23:22-25

Lev 23:22 Is the hot summer months between The Feast of Weeks and The Feast of Trumpets. This verse also represents the current age that we are in – the age of the church

Numbers 29:1-6

Amos 3:7

Other Names Associated with the Feast of Trumpets

The Season of Teshuvah

· Teshuvah means “to turn or repent”. This begins on the 1st of Elul (the 6th month) and continues for 40 days ending with The Day of Atonement (10th day of the 7th month).

· 30 days into Teshuvah (Tishrei 1) comes the Feast of Trumpets

· Feast of Trumpets begins on the final 10 day period and ends with The Day of Atonement. 5 days after The Day of Atonement is Sukkot (The Feast of Tabernacles)

· These 10 days are known as the High Holy Days which are also known as the Yamin Nora’in (The Days of Awe)

· The Sabbath that falls within these 10 days is called the Sabbath of Return

· Teshuvah begins on Elul 1 and end on Tishrei 10. During the month of Elul, the trumpet (shofar) is blown every morning as a warning to repent and turn to God.

· This is a 30 day process of preparation through personal examination and repentance for the coming of the fall feasts. After the shofar is blown, Psalm 27 is read.

· God always warns before bringing judgment (Jonah 3:1-4; Ezekiel 18:30-32; 2 Peter 3:9; Joshua 6:1-5 Six days to repent; Genesis 6:11-14; Genesis 7:1-6, 10, 16-17; Matthew 24:36-39; Isaiah 26:2-3, 19-21; Genesis 8:13)

Rosh Hashanah (Head of the Year, Birthday of the World)

· Head of the year on the civil calendar (remember the two different kinds of calendars handed out on Passover)

· According to Jewish tradition (Mishnah) Adam was created on this day

· Celebrated for two days (1st and 2nd Tishrei)

· The start of the month of Tishrei is dependent upon the cycle of the moon

· 2nd day was added so the word could spread throughout Israel that the Feast of Trumpets had begun

Yom Teruah (The Day of the Awakening Blast)

· Psalm 98:6 - It is imperative that everyone hears the shofar or shout (Teruah is literally translated as shout)

· The purpose of the last trumpet is to “awake” (1 Corinthians 15:51-53; Isaiah 51:9)

· Shouting or blasting the trumpet (shofar) is associated with the coming of the Messiah

· 1st coming of Christ -- Zechariah 9:9 

· 2nd coming of Christ -- Isaiah 12:1-6; Isaiah 42:11; Isaiah 44:23; Jeremiah 31:7; Zephaniah 3:13-15

· The ultimate shout is the rapture (natzal) – 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Daniel 12:1-2

· Remember, there are three trumpet blasts 

· 1st Trumpet is the left horn of the ram (Genesis 22:1-14) that is blown during the Feast of Weeks

· 2nd Trumpet, also known as the Last Trumpet, is the right horn of the ram and is sounded during the Feast of Trumpets (1 Corinthians 15:51-53)

· The 3rd trumpet is called The Great Trumpet and is sounded on the Day of Atonement (Matthew 24:27-33; Isaiah 27:13)

Yom HaDin (The Day of Judgment [Believers Judgment])

· According to the Talmud (Jewish oral traditions) all men will pass before God in judgment on this day and 3 great books (The Book of Life, The Book of the Wicked, and The Book of Remembrance) will be opened

· Everyone will wind up in one of three categories 

· Wholly Righteous – inscribed and sealed for life in the world to come

· Wholly Wicked – inscribed and sealed for perdition (never will be saved)

· Intermediates – have until the Day of Atonement (the end of the 7 year tribulation) to repent and turn to God

· Side note – 12 months in the Jewish year. Each month has a representative Jewish tribe. The tribe for the month of Tishrei is Dan (Genesis 30:6) which means “God has judged me”

HaMelech (The Coronation of the King)

· The recognition of God as King is pictured in the Jewish view of Adam’s understanding of his Divine Creator being King over all the universe

· According to Jewish tradition, when Adam opened his eyes on the 6th day, his first words were “The Lord is King forever and ever!” and these words were echoed throughout the world. God replied, “Now the whole world will know that I am King,” and He was very pleased. This is the first Feast of Trumpets, the first New Year, the birthday of man, and the coronation of the King of Kings!

· The term “king” is a theme associated with the Feast of Trumpets

· When the last trumpet is blown (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) the believers in Jesus will be “caught up” (raptured) along with the righteous who’ve died before this time.

· On this day, the Coronation of the King will happen in heaven (Revelation 5:11-13)

· Jesus will be crowned as King over all the earth in preparation for His 2nd coming to reign during the Millenial Kingdom (Revelation 19:16, 20:4)

· Daniel 7:9-14 – Verse 10 “and the books were opened” – this would be the three books mentioned in Yom HaDin

· Revelation 4:1-2 – Verse 1 “door standing open in heaven” – “Opening of the Gates” is another name for the Feast of Trumpets

Yom HaZikkaron (The Day of Remembrance)

· Two elements

· God remembers us – Genesis 8:1; Exodus 2:24-25; and many more scriptures. God has a book of remembrance Malachi 3:16-18; Revelation 3:5

· We must remember God – Exodus 20:8; Deuteronomy 7:17-18

· Read Daniel 7:9-10

· Court was seated and the books were opened

· This event is understood to be on the Feast of Trumpets

· The books are the Book of the Righteous, the Book of the Wicked, and the Book of Remembrance (This is the reason for the common greeting during the Feast of Trumpets, “May you be inscribed in the Book of Life.”

· Read 1 Corinthians 3:9-15

· The Book of Remembrance is a believers judgment (you are already saved)

· Your works as a believer will be judged

· According to the Talmud (Jewish oral traditions) God will open the Book of Life and hold a trial on this day 

Time of Jacob’s Trouble (The Birth Pangs of the Messiah)

· Commonly known as the 7-year tribulation period (Matthew 24:3-8; Revelation 12:1-2; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-3)

· This will be Israel’s (Jacob’s) most trying time ever! (Daniel 12:1)

· Through these “birth pangs” Israel, as a nation, will be saved (Jeremiah 30:7; Hosea 5:15)

· Zechariah 13:9-8 – Two out of three Israelites (Jews) will perish during this time, with a remnant of 1/3rd surviving

· Two stages of the birth pangs

· Isaiah 66:7 – Birth before travail

· Israel’s first birthpangs began after Jesus’ 1st coming with the destruction of the temple and the dispersion of the Jews by the Romans in 70A.D. (40 years after Christ’s death)

· Isaiah 66:8 – Birth after travail

· This will happen before Jesus returns and sets foot on the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4)

· We are now able to see that the birth pangs and the tribulation are one and the same

Opening of the Gates


· Gates of Heaven are opened on the Feast of Trumpets (Isaiah 26:2; Psalm 118:18-21; Revelation 4:1)

· Because the gates are understood to be open, this is evidence that the rapture will take place on the Feast of Trumpets

The Resurrection of the Dead

· 1 Corinthians 15:52

· The dead will be raised at the last trumpet

· This is one of the reasons for blowing the shofar (trumpet) and also one of the principles of Jewish faith – resurrection of the dead

· The reasons for the three trumpets in Jewish tradition

· 1st Trumpet – Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) from Exodus 19:19. This trumpet proclaims that God betrothed Himself to Israel

· Last Trumpet – Feast of Trumpets (rapture)

· Great Trumpet – Day of Atonement and heralds the 2nd coming of Jesus


Yom HaKesh (The Hidden Day)

· Psalm 27:5 – Notice the words “hide” or “safe in His dwelling.” These are idioms for the Feast of Trumpets

· Every day in the month of Elul, except for the 30th day, the trumpet is blown as a warning to repent and seek God

· The trumpet is not blown on the 30th day (the day preceding the Feast of Trumpets). It is kept silent because the Feast of Trumpets is suppose to be concealed or shrouded in mystery. Satan is not to be given notice about the arrival of the Feast of Trumpets (Judgment Day), thus the Feast of Trumpets is called the Hidden Day.

· The cross was hidden from Satan (1 Corinthians 2:7-8), thus the Feast of Trumpets is hidden as well. Believers never said when the Feast of Trumpets was; they would just reply, “Of that day and hour no one knows, only the Father”

· Matthew 24:36-40

· In biblical times it was not uncommon for Jews and Arabs to work the field together side-by-side. When the shofar (trumpet) was sounded, signaling the Feast of Trumpets, the Jew would have to stop whatever he was doing, immediately, and proceed to the Temple to celebrate the Feast of Trumpets. The Arab would continue to work

· Matthew 24:36 is an idiom for the Feast of Trumpets and is given as proof that Jesus was speaking of the Hidden Day (Feast of Trumpets) 

The Wedding Ceremony

· The Bible is a marriage covenant

· Both the Old and New Testaments describe how God, through Jesus, is in the process of marrying His bride

· God ordained marriage through Adam and Eve at the very beginning of the Bible (Genesis 2:21-24) – “…they shall become one flesh”
· Through these verses we have a foreshadowing of Jesus being married to those who believe in Him

· Jesus was made in the likeness of Adam (Philippians 2:5-8)

· 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

· Jesus is the last Adam (1 Corinthians 15: 45-49)

· 45 And so it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being.” The last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 However, the spiritual is not first, but the natural, and afterward the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the earth, made[i] of dust; the second Man is ]the Lord from heaven. 48 As was the ]man of dust, so also are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are those who are heavenly. 49 And as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we[l] shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man.
· Matthew 9:15:  15 And Jesus said to them, “Can the  friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.
· Take a closer look

· Genesis 2:21 – God causes Adam to fall into a deep sleep and takes a rib

· Sleep is synonymous with death (Daniel 12:2; John 11:11-14; Ephesians 5:14) and represents the death (crucifixion) of Christ

· God takes a rib – this requires shedding of blood. Jesus was pierced in His side and shed His blood (John19:34)

· Genesis 2:22 – The Lord made woman from the rib and brought her to man

· By the death of Jesus and our faith in Him, God created the church, The Bride of Christ (Jeremiah 3:14; Ephesians 5:25-32; 2 Corinthians 11:1-3)

· 14 “Return, O backsliding children,” says the Lord; “for I am married to you. I will take you, one from a city and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion. (Jeremiah)

22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.  25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might [g]sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, [h]of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Ephesians)
2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. (2 Corinthians)
· Giving of the wedding customs

· God gave the wedding customs, services, and ceremonies to the Jewish people (Romans 3:2 and 9:4)

· These things teach us about Jesus (Colossians 2:16-17) “…a shadow of things to come.”
God uses marriage to describe His relationship with us.

2 When the Lord began to speak by Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea: “Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry And children of harlotry, For the land has committed reat [a]harlotry
By departing from the Lord.” Hosea 2.

19 “I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me In righteousness and justice, In lovingkindness and mercy; 20 I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness,
And you shall know the Lord.  Hosea 2:19-20.

You shall no longer be termed Forsaken, Nor shall your land any more be termed Desolate; But you shall be called Hephzibah, and your land Beulah;
For the Lord delights in you, And your land shall be married. 5 For as a young man marries a virgin, So shall your sons marry you; And as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, So shall your God rejoice over you.  Isaiah 62:4-5.

2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the seven last plagues came to me and talked with me, saying, “Come, I will show you the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”  Revelation 21:2-3, 9.
Isaiah 54: For your Maker is your husband, The Lord of hosts is His name; And your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel; He is called the God of the whole earth. 6 For the Lord has called you Like a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit, Like a youthful wife when you were refused,” Says your God. 7 “For a mere moment I have forsaken you, But with great mercies I will gather you. 8 With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a moment; But with everlasting kindness I will have mercy on you,” Says the Lord, your Redeemer. 
NOTE – Now we can see how marriage is important to God and why Satan attacks it so much. The ancient Jewish wedding ceremony was given by God to teach us about Jesus. It consists of 12 steps.

12 Steps of the wedding ceremony

Step 1 – Selection of the bride

· Chosen by the father of the bridegroom

· Father would send his most trusted servant to find the bride (Genesis 24)

· Just as the bride is chosen by the father, so believers are chosen by God (John 15:16)  16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.
· In Genesis 24,  Rebekah consents to marry Isaac even before she had seen him. Likewise, today believers consent to become the Bride of Christ before we see Him (1 Peter 1:8; John 20:29)

Step 2 – The bride price was established

· The price for the bride would have to be agreed upon by the bride’s father

· Our “bride price” was Christ’s life (1 Peter 1:18-19; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 and 7:23)

· 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body [g]and in your spirit, which are God’s.

· 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.

Step 3 – Bride and groom are betrothed

· First stage of marriage and legally married at this point

· God betrothed Himself to Israel on Mount Sinai during the Feast of Weeks (Jeremiah 2:2; Hosea 2:19-20)

· 2 “Go and cry in the hearing of Jerusalem, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord: “I remember you, The kindness of your youth, The love of your betrothal, When you went after Me in the wilderness, In a land not sown.
Step 4 – A contract is drawn up

· Contract states the bride price, the promises of the groom, and the right of the bride

· The groom promises to work for her, to honor, support, and maintain her in truth, to provide food, clothing, and necessities, and to live together with her as husband and wife

· This contract must be executed/signed prior to the wedding

· The Bible is the believers contract (2 Corinthians 1:20) 22 who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.
· 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19 Then Joseph her husband, being [f]a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.  Matthew 1:18-19.
Step5 – Bride gives consent

· Israel consented to God’s proposal (Exodus 24:3-8)

· To become the “Bride of Christ” you must say “I do” to Him (Romans 10:8-10; Hebrews 10:15-17)

Step 6 – Gifts were given to the bride; cup of the covenant was shared between the bride and groom

· Right of betrothal is complete when the groom gives something of value to the bride – today it’s a ring

· This completed rite is known as “sanctification”

· The gift that God gives to those who accept Jesus is the Holy Spirit, which prepares us for the wedding day (John 14:26; Acts 2:38; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22; Ephesians 1:13-14) 

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 28 You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I.  John 14:26-28.

· Cup of the covenant (the drinking of wine) was shared and the covenant was sealed between the bride and groom  (Jeremiah 31:31-33; Luke 22:17-20)

· The groom would say, “This cup I offer to you – I give my life to you.” And the bride would say, “I accept your life and give you mine.”

Step 7 – The bride’s mikvah (baptism/ water immersion/ritual cleansing)

· Mikvah is where the tradition of baptism comes from – considered spiritual rebirth

· Indicates separation from a former life to a new life in marriage (Genesis 2:23-24; Ephesians 5:31)

Step 8 – Bridegroom departs to prepare the bridal chamber

· Bridegroom leaves to prepare the bridal chamber at his father’s house

· Understood to be the man’s duty to do this

· Before he goes, he makes the statement, “I go to prepare a place for you; if I go, I will return again unto you.” (John 14:1-3)

Step 9 – Bride was consecrated (set apart) for a period of time while the bridegroom is building the house (chamber)

· Bride waits for bridegroom

· Rev 19:7-9:  7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.  9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’ ” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

· Bride not officially “married” but still legally bound

· Bridegroom can return at any time, therefore she has to be ready at all times (Mark 13:32-37) 32 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. 34 It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch. 35 Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is coming—in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning— 36 lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. 37 And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!
· Those who doubt His return (2 Peter 3:1-18)

· Bridegroom cannot get the bride until the bridegroom’s father is satisfied with the preparations. Father has to give the “ok” on the bridal chamber

Step 10 – Bridegroom returns

· The time of the return of the bridegroom is usually midnight

· Return with a shout (Matthew 25:6 – the parable of the 10 virgins)

· And with the blowing of the shofar (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; Revelation 4:1)

· 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
· During the sacred procession, when the groom approaches the wedding canopy, the cantor chants, “Blessed is he who comes.” Jesus said He would not return for His bride until these words were said (Matthew 23:39)

· The groom is greeted like a king. At this time Jesus will be crowned King.

Step 11 – The marriage is consummated

· Bride and groom go into the wedding chamber where the marriage is consummated

· Stay for 7 days. At the end of the 7 days the bride and groom come out (Joel 2:16)

· 7 represents 7 days or 7 years

· 7 years (Daniel 9:24-27)

· One “7” is the tribulation period

· Gen 29: 25-27:  27 Fulfill her week, and we will give you this one also for the service which you will serve with me still another seven years.”
· Joel 2:16:  15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly;
16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her dressing room.
Isaiah 26:19-21:  19 Your dead shall live; Together with my dead body they shall arise.
Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; For your dew is like the dew of herbs,
And the earth shall cast out the dead. 20 Come, my people, enter your chambers,
And shut your doors behind you; Hide yourself, as it were, for a little moment,
Until the indignation is past. 21 For behold, the Lord comes out of His place
To punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity; The earth will also disclose her blood, And will no more cover her slain.
Step 12 – Marriage supper for all the guests invited by the father of the bride

· While the bride and groom are in the wedding chamber, the friend of the groom stands outside the door

· Guests are outside waiting for the friend to announce the consummation of the marriage as relayed to him by the groom (John 3:27-30; Revelation 19:7-10)

· John 3:29:  29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.
· Marriage actually takes place in heaven and the supper on earth

· Consummation actually happens on the first night (Genesis 29:23)

· At the end of the week (tribulation) the supper takes place

· The supper is symbolic of the Feast of Tabernacles and will be covered then

· Unbelievers will attend a separate banquet (Revelation 19:17-18)

· Home of the bride is Jerusalem. It is here that the believers in Jesus will reign with Jesus during the Millenial Kingdom (Revelation 21:1-3; Isaiah 2:2-4)  
We need to prepare:

See also Revelation 22:7, 12, 14,17-20.

See John 16:7-16.

Luke 12:35-40:  35 “Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. 37 Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, and will come and serve them. 38 And if he should come in the second watch, or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 39 But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would [g]have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 40 Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Rosh HaShanah Names and Themes

1.   The Season of Teshuvah (repentance)

2. Rosh Hashanah (Head of the Year, Birthday of the World)
3. Yom Teruah (The Day of the Awakening Blast)
4. Yom HaDin (The Day of Judgment [Believers Judgment])
5. HaMelech (The Coronation of the King)
6. Yom HaZikkaron (The Day of Remembrance)
7. Time of Jacob’s Trouble (The Birth Pangs of the Messiah)
8. Opening of the Gates
9. Kiddushin/Nesu’in (the wedding ceremony)

10. The Resurrection of the Dead
11. The Last Trump (shofar)

12. Yom HaKesh (The Hidden Day)
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