Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot)

John 7:37-38

In order to understand what he wrote in the sand, you have to know what season and what time it is.  When you know what season it is, you know how to act.  Jesus makes this declaration because it was during the season of the feast….Feast of Tabernacles.

Leviticus 23:33-44

33 The LORD said to Moses, 34 "Say to the Israelites: 'On the fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD's Feast of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days. 35 The first day is a sacred assembly; do no regular work. 36 For seven days present offerings made to the LORD by fire, and on the eighth day hold a sacred assembly and present an offering made to the LORD by fire. It is the closing assembly; do no regular work. 37 (" 'These are the LORD's appointed feasts, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for bringing offerings made to the LORD by fire—the burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings required for each day.  41 Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month. 44 So Moses announced to the Israelites the appointed feasts of the LORD.

Deuteronomy 16:13-17

13 Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days after you have gathered the produce of your threshing floor and your winepress. 14 Be joyful at your Feast—you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns. 15 For seven days celebrate the Feast to the LORD your God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete. 16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.

You gotta know what time it is.  

· Harvest time, when the crops are brought in,

· People spiritually are praying for rain for their crops and for the Holy Ghost to fall on the city.

· Water pouring ceremony

· Israel’s economy was agrarian so rain critical for crops in an arid region.

Introduction

· Sukkot means booth (or tent) and is symbolic of the temporary dwelling the Israelites lived in for 40 years after fleeing Egypt and coming into the promised land

· It is a holiday of rejoicing and celebration (in contrast to the most solemn day, Yom Kippur)

· In Exodus 25:8 God commands Moses to build a tabernacle so that He can dwell with them (1 Corinthians 6:19 and Ephesians 2:11-22)

· Just as the Lord went before them as a pillar of cloud and fire (Exodus 13:21), so He desires to dwell with us (2 Corinthians 6:1)

· Names associated with Sukkot
· Feast of Booths

· Festival of Ingathering

· The Season of Our Joy

· Feast of Nations

· Festival of Dedication

· Festival of Lights

· The Feast

The Feast of Booths

· The Sukkah also reminds us that we (believers in Christ) are strangers and pilgrims on the earth (1 Chronicles 29:15; Psalm 39:12; 1 Peter 1:17)

Season of Our Joy

· Festival teaches on the Messianic Kingdom and the joy of that kingdom

· We should rehearse this because we are forgiven and will see the joy of the Millenial Kingdom

· In order to more fully understand the Season of Our Joy, a part of the Sukkot celebration called “The Daily Water Pouring Ceremony” must be explained.

· This is mentioned in the Mishnah (oral traditions)

· This ceremony became a focus of the joy that the Torah commands for Sukkot

· Priests divide into three divisions (trinity?)

· 1st division would slay the sacrifices found in Numbers 29

· 2nd division would go out the eastern gate of the temple and cut willows 25 feet in length. The priests would then form rows with the willows. So there would be row after row of willows.

· 3rd division, headed by the High Priest, went out the gate called the Water Gate to the pool known as Siloam (John 9:7-11) which means “gently flowing waters”

· High Priest drew the “living water” in a gold vase

· High Priest’s assistant held a silver vase containing wine

· 2nd and 3rd divisions would march back to Jerusalem at the same time

· The willows would make a “swishing” sound as they approached the city

· The Hebrew word for “wind” is the same word used for “spirit”.

· As each party reached their gate, a shofar was blown

· Then one man would stand up and play the flute

· The flute player is called “the pierced one.” (Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 22:10; John 19:34-37; Revelation 1:7)

· The flute player leads the procession and blows the call for the wind and the water to enter the temple

· Priests carrying the willows (2nd division) come into the temple and circle the altar 7 times

· Priests that were slaying the sacrifices (1st division) art now ascending the altar and begin laying the sacrifices on the fires

· The High Priest and his assistant (3rd division) ascend the altar and all the people of Israel are gathered around the courts

· The people sing the song “Mayim”, saying, “With joy we will draw water out of the well of salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3)

· The High Priest pours the contents of both vases (water and wine) over the altar (Isaiah 44:3) as the 1st division priests lay the willows against the altar, making a Sukkah (a picture of God’s covering)

· Jesus was on the tree or altar when his heart was pierced (John 19:34) and then the blood (wine) and water flowed. God, through Jesus, was providing a covering (Sukkah) for all those who believe in Him.

· Jesus said that He was the living water being poured out during this ceremony (John 7:2, 37-38; Jeremiah 17:13; Zechariah 13:1 and 14:8-9)

· Rain is a prominent feature for the Feast of Sukkot.

· Rain represents the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on THAT DAY       (Joel 2:20-29; Acts 2:15-21)

· In the Talmud (oral traditions) it is read, “Why is the name of it called the drawing out of water? Because of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit according to what is said ‘With joy shall ye draw out of the wells of salvation’” (Isaiah 12:3)

· This ceremony took on an all new dimension when Jesus attended it.

· The last and greatest day of “The Feast” (Sukkot is also called “The Feast”) was known as “The Great Salvation” (Leviticus 23:36; John 7:37-39; John 4:11-14; Matthew 5:6)

· The Talmud states, “He who has not seen the rejoicing at the place of the water drawing has never seen rejoicing in his life.”

John 7:2 
Time for the Feast.  It was in progress or being rehearsed.

37.  Last day of the celebration of this feast.  The great day of the feast.  Every other day they marched once, now they march 7 times around the altar.  
· 3 divisions of priests for this special ceremony.  One during sacrifices, one group marching in, and the other by the pool and entering in through the water gate.

· He declares while they are in the middle of their services that if anyone is thirsty;
· Requirement – must have a thirst, a need, before this will work.  

· Have to make it to Jesus….have to come to Him and make it there for the right reason.  Nice to have the Spirit…but does the Spirit have you?  Spirit will testify of Jesus…all about Him.

· …and drink.  Have to believe.

38.  If you believe/drink…things will happen IAW scriptures.  What do the scriptures say?

· Isa 26:2-3
· Isa 44:1-4

· Isa 55:1

· Rev 22:17

· Something will be available and flowing from inside of you.  Gotta know how to get water from a dry place and in a dry season.  

· Something inside of you should always generate revival.

39.  What is it?  The Holy Spirit.  The Holy Ghost should always be able to point you back to Jesus and supply what you need in order to take care of your dry season or what you are thirsty for.

If Jesus were to come in here right now, would he say and declare that now is the time?  While we are praying for revival, we better start celebrating, I think it is already here.  Revival is already here.  What we are praying for and hoping for is already here.  We just missed it.  Do you know what time it is?  Season is here, time is now!
Evidence that revival is here; from inside something good, the Holy Spirit will flow out of some folk.  What is inside that God has placed inside of you will start to flow out.  This word and the power of the spirit behind should be inside of you and should be flowing out…and into someone else…..do we see that today?

Rivers flowing…..mean, stuff is moving…not sitting still.  Some folk are here today because somebody told somebody about somebody up in here.  Dead stuff doesn’t move, and this place has not always been in a season of movement or change.  But I don’t know about you, there’s been some movement in here.
Revival not only means it’s moving, but it’s alive and moving, flowing in the right direction.  You ought to be getting renewed strength and revival to live right and make the right life decisions through the leading of the Holy Ghost and working the word.  

When things ain’t going right, I got a source of comfort and revival.  The revival will start with you.  These three things should be evident if we are experiencing a revival season.  

That’s good news if you have ever been thirsty or in a dry season.

· Dry season in your finances, job, relationships, family, church

· Thirsty for peace, financial security, joy, promotion, love, for a bright future

Jesus provides the answer if you can come to me and make it here, step one, then drink, take in what Jesus is putting down, then you’ll have peace like you’ve never had before.  You may have a dry moment, but when you tap into the Holy Spirit, your dry spell won’t last very long.

Getting to Jesus is only the first step, you gotta drink, and believe in order to get the water and the refreshing.  Too many of us get here but we come here dry and leave here dry when if you only drink you can leave here different and refreshed.

John 8:3-9

The next day, Jesus comes back again.

Surrounded by church folk, but not everyone who was looking for him, were looking for the right reasons.  Some came to get a word, but the other church folks, scribes and Pharisees were looking for the wrong reasons.  They did one thing right, step one, they came to him, but they didn’t get the living water….because while they made it to Jesus, while they were looking to get next to Jesus…they didn’t believe.  

· Haters can get mixed in with everybody else…don’t be surprised.

· Everybody that shows up at the mall, ain’t there to shop.

· Everybody that shows up on your job, ain’t there to work.

· Everybody that shows up to school, ain’t trying to learn or graduate.

· Everybody that shows up to church, ain’t there to praise God.

Jeremiah 17:13 – O Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.

· Jesus the hope of Israel, they are hoping for rain, for the Holy Spirit, for a refreshing move of God….and Jesus shows up and declares…I am here.  What you desire, your joy, and your hope have arrived and can be found in me.

· Rather than accept him, rather than attend Bible study and get in the flow of the Holy Spirit, they try to trick him and take him out.  They don’t try to flow with Jesus. So rather than accept Jesus, they forsake him.

· As Jesus is writing on the ground, what he says convicts them, they are ashamed, because what Jesus tells them is, if none of you have broken this same law…then you can execute judgment on her.  They couldn’t because they had committed the same sin so they couldn’t judge her.  How you gonna pass judgment on somebody when you doing the same thing.

· After they are ashamed, rather than repent and accept him, they depart.  As they are leaving, he is still writing on the earth.

What did he write…..several believe he wrote their names, because they rejected the day before the Lord Jesus Christ, the fountain of living waters.  
There are many different thoughts from many different scholars on what Jesus actually wrote on the ground.  

Based upon the apparent season and clues within the Feast of Tabernacles, I lean heavily that Christ was still fulfilling the prophesy and scriptures by writing their names in the earth.  Regardless, he certainly points out their hypocrisy.

