Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot)

Leviticus 23:33-44

33 The LORD said to Moses, 34 "Say to the Israelites: 'On the fifteenth day of the seventh month the LORD's Feast of Tabernacles begins, and it lasts for seven days. 35 The first day is a sacred assembly; do no regular work. 36 For seven days present offerings made to the LORD by fire, and on the eighth day hold a sacred assembly and present an offering made to the LORD by fire. It is the closing assembly; do no regular work. 37 (" 'These are the LORD's appointed feasts, which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies for bringing offerings made to the LORD by fire—the burnt offerings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings required for each day. 38 These offerings are in addition to those for the LORD's Sabbaths and in addition to your gifts and whatever you have vowed and all the freewill offerings you give to the LORD.) 39 " 'So beginning with the fifteenth day of the seventh month, after you have gathered the crops of the land, celebrate the festival to the LORD for seven days; the first day is a day of rest, and the eighth day also is a day of rest. 40 On the first day you are to take choice fruit from the trees, and palm fronds, leafy branches and poplars, and rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days. 41 Celebrate this as a festival to the LORD for seven days each year. This is to be a lasting ordinance for the generations to come; celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 Live in booths for seven days: All native-born Israelites are to live in booths 43 so your descendants will know that I had the Israelites live in booths when I brought them out of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.' " 44 So Moses announced to the Israelites the appointed feasts of the LORD.

Deuteronomy 16:13-17

13 Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days after you have gathered the produce of your threshing floor and your winepress. 14 Be joyful at your Feast—you, your sons and daughters, your menservants and maidservants, and the Levites, the aliens, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns. 15 For seven days celebrate the Feast to the LORD your God at the place the LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the work of your hands, and your joy will be complete. 16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: 17 Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.

Introduction

· Occurs for 7 days (Tishrei 15 to 21)

· Sukkot means booth (or tent) and is symbolic of the temporary dwelling the Israelites lived in for 40 years after fleeing Egypt and coming into the promised land

· It is a holiday of rejoicing and celebration (in contrast to the most solemn day, Yom Kippur)

· In Exodus 25:8 God commands Moses to build a tabernacle so that He can dwell with them (1 Corinthians 6:19 and Ephesians 2:11-22)

· Just as the Lord went before them as a pillar of cloud and fire (Exodus 13:21), so He desires to dwell with us (2 Corinthians 6:1)

· According to Jewish tradition, Moses ascended Mt. Sinai for 40 more days to receive the second set of tablets (10 Commandments) and descended on Yom Kippur. Moses’ carrying the second set of tablets was a sign of God’s forgiveness of Israel (1st set of tablets Exodus 24:12-18 – 2nd set of tablets Exodus 34:1-2 and 27-28)

· The following day, Moses relayed the instruction for building the tabernacle (Exodus 35 and 36:1-7)

· Names associated with Sukkot
· Feast of Booths

· Festival of Ingathering

· The Season of Our Joy

· Feast of Nations

· Festival of Dedication

· Festival of Lights

· The Feast

· Answer the question: When was Jesus born?  
The Feast of Booths

· Completes the 7 Feasts

· 1 of 3 festivals the requires traveling (pilgrimage) to Jerusalem

· 1st is Passover

· 2nd is the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)

· 3rd is the Feast of Booths

· Tabernacle refers to a temporary dwelling place (Sukkah) and a reminder of when the Isrealites were in the wilderness after fleeing Egypt (Nehemiah 8:13-18)

· Symbolizes man’s need to depend on God for his provision of food, water, and shelter

· The booth is symbolic of the physical body, which is a temporary dwelling for our souls and spirits (1 Corinthians 6:19-20; 2 Peter 1:13-14;           John 6:33-35; 2 Corinthians 5:1-8)

· Need the food that is the Word of God (Matthew 6:11 and 4:4)

· Cleansing, rinsing, and washing that the Word of God brings to our lives (Ephesians 5:26)

· The shelter of God’s protection from the evil one (Matthew 6:13;       Psalm 91:1-6)

· God will provide for our physical needs if we seek Him spiritually (Matthew 6:31-33)

· Read Isaiah 4 and Revelation 7:14-17

· After Yom Kippur (Isaiah 4:4) comes Sukkot (Isaiah 4:5-6)

· After coming through the Tribulation, God provides (Revelation 7:16)

· Some think this compares the wilderness experience (Exodus) with the Millenial Kingdom

· Remember: this is a time of remembrance of the time in the wilderness when God protected, led, and sustained the children of Israel.

· Wilderness experience was a picture of what the Millenial Kingdom will be like

· Supernatural environment that the people lived in

· Remember the cloud that went before the people of Israel (Exodus 13:17-22; Exodus 14:16-20; Exodus 16:10; Exodus 40:34-38)

· The cloud was a covering shelter and protection by day, and a pillar of fire by night. It was warmth, light, and protection (1 Corinthians 10:1-2)

· Read Isaiah 4 again

· Branch (Isaiah 4:2)…what is the Branch? (Jeremiah 23:5-6 and Jeremiah 33:15-16)

· Fruit of the earth and those who have escaped (Isaiah 4:2)

· Those who have been through the Great Tribulation and became believers in Christ (Revelation 7:13-14)

· They will “dwell” with Him (Revelation 7:15)

· “shall be a defense (or canopy)” (Isaiah 4:5)

· The canopy is the same as the Branch (Jeremiah 23:5-6)

· This is like the duty that God provided in the wilderness (protection)

· Read Revelation 7:14-17 again

· These are the same people as mentioned in Isaiah 4:3                    (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18; Zechariah 14:20)

· Notice Revelation 7:16, this is the protection that God provided in the wilderness

· We can now see how the wilderness experience and the Millenial Kingdom are related

· The Sukkah (tent or tabernacle) was built in order to teach and understand the Millenial Kingdom

· The Sukkah also reminds us that we (believers in Christ) are strangers and pilgrims on the earth (1 Chronicles 29:15; Psalm 39:12; 1 Peter 1:17)

Season of Our Joy

· Israel has just celebrated Rosh HaShanah (Judgement) and Yom Kippur (Redemption)

· Israel has just passed through this season and all their sins have been forgiven

· For this reason there is great joy because you are now walking, knowing, and being obedient to God

· Festival teaches on the Messianic Kingdom and the joy of that kingdom

· We should rehearse this because we are forgiven and will see the joy of the Millenial Kingdom

· In reference to the Exodus, God sustained the Israelites while in the wilderness. According to all “natural” laws, they should have perished.

· In order to more fully understand the Season of Our Joy, a part of the Sukkot celebration called “The Daily Water Pouring Ceremony” must be explained.

· This is not mentioned in the Torah (1st 5 books of the Bible) but is mentioned in the Mishnah (oral traditions)

· This ceremony became a focus of the joy that the Torah commands for Sukkot

· Starts on the 2nd day of Sukkot

· Priests divide into three divisions (trinity?)

· 1st division would slay the sacrifices found in Numbers 29

· 2nd division would go out the eastern gate of the temple and cut willows 25 feet in length. The priests would then form rows with the willows. So there would be row after row of willows.

· 3rd division, headed by the High Priest, went out the gate called the Water Gate to the pool known as Siloam (John 9:7-11) which means “gently flowing waters”

· High Priest drew the “living water” in a gold vase

· High Priest’s assistant held a silver vase containing wine

· 2nd and 3rd divisions would march back to Jerusalem at the same time

· The willows would make a “swishing” sound as they approached the city

· The Hebrew word for “wind” is the same word used for “spirit”.

· As each party reached their gate, a shofar was blown

· Then one man would stand up and play the flute

· The flute player is called “the pierced one.” (Psalm 22:16; Zechariah 22:10; John 19:34-37; Revelation 1:7)

· The flute player leads the procession and blows the call for the wind and the water to enter the temple

· Priests carrying the willows (2nd division) come into the temple and circle the altar 7 times

· Priests that were slaying the sacrifices (1st division) art now ascending the altar and begin laying the sacrifices on the fires

· The High Priest and his assistant (3rd division) ascend the altar and all the people of Israel are gathered around the courts

· The people sing the song “Mayim”, saying, “With joy we will draw water out of the well of salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3)

· The High Priest pours the contents of both vases (water and wine) over the altar (Isaiah 44:3) as the 1st division priests lay the willows against the altar, making a Sukkah (a picture of God’s covering)

· Jesus was on the tree or altar when his heart was pierced (John 19:34) and then the blood (wine) and water flowed. God, through Jesus, was providing a covering (Sukkah) for all those who believe in Him.

· Jesus said that He was the living water being poured out during this ceremony (John 7:2, 37-38; Jeremiah 17:13; Zechariah 13:1 and 14:8-9)

· Rain is a prominent feature for the Feast of Sukkot.

· Rain represents the pouring out of the Holy Spirit on THAT DAY       (Joel 2:20-29; Acts 2:15-21)

· In the Talmud (oral traditions) it is read, “Why is the name of it called the drawing out of water? Because of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit according to what is said ‘With joy shall ye draw out of the wells of salvation’” (Isaiah 12:3)

· This ceremony took on an all new dimension when Jesus attended it.

· The last and greatest day of “The Feast” (Sukkot is also called “The Feast”) was known as “The Great Salvation” (Leviticus 23:36; John 7:37-39; John 4:11-14; Matthew 5:6)

· The Talmud states, “He who has not seen the rejoicing at the place of the water drawing has never seen rejoicing in his life.”

· According to Edward Chumney (www.hebroots.com) this part of the festival had become almost like a carnival with fire jugglers and all sorts of entertainment and acts.

Feast of Dedication

· Solomon dedicated the first temple during Sukkot (2 Chronicles 7:8-10; 1 Kings 8:27)

· Compare 1 Kings 8:27 with John 1:14 – Jesus temporarily dwelt among men during His 1st coming

Festival of Ingathering

· The fall harvest festival

· Has an agricultural element – marks the time of harvest, the final ingathering of produce before the oncoming winter. Hence the “Festival of Ingathering.” (Exodus 23:16)

· The grainaries, threshing floors, and wine and olive presses are full to capacity. Weeks and months of toil and sweat have finally paid off. The farmer is full of joy (rejoicing)

· Custom called “Ushpizin” developed where the family invites a symbolic guest each day into the Sukkah. These guests are Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, and David. One for each day.

· Jesus said that the harvest represents the end of the age (Matthew 13:39; Revelation 14:15; Joel 3:13) and more specifically to those who are believers in Christ (Matthew 9:35-38; John 4:35-38; Revelation 14:14-19)

· Jeremiah sorrowed for the people who are not part of the harvest (Jeremiah 8:18-22)

The Feast of Nations

· Called the Feast of Nations because all the nations on earth will celebrate Sukkot during the Messianic Kingdom (Zechariah 14:16-19)

· Number 29:12-35 ( the number of bulls being sacrificed equals 70

· Remember when discussion the Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) we discussed that God’s voice was actually split up into 70 voices (languages) on top of the mountain. According to the Midrash (oral traditions) 70 is the number of nations (languages) that were actually present in the entire body of Israel. (Exodus 20:18 – perceived or saw the thunderings)

· This is also taken from Deuteronomy 32:8; Genesis 46:27; Exodus 1:1-5

· Read Zechariah 14:16-19 again ( makes it sound like the “Exodus Journey.” Even though God will provide fully, some will still rebel!!!

· Traditional Bible reading for the 2nd day of Sukkot is Zechariah 14 and Ezekiel 38:14-39:16

· Totals on the sacrifices equals 70 bulls + 14 rams + 98 lambs = 182. 182 divided by 7 = 26. Regarding the ephas of flour: 48x7 = 336. All numbers in the sacrifice are equally divisible by 7.

· 7 represents perfection and is imprinted throughout the service

· The number 7 also represents the Sabbath. The Sabbath is a picture of the Messianic Kingdom

· Sabbath (7) falls on the 7th day of the week

The Festival of Lights

· Another ceremony pertaining to Sukkot

· According to the Mishnah (oral traditions), at the end of the 1st day of the Feast, the priests and the Levites went down to the court of women.

· 4 enormous golden candlesticks were set up there

· Each candlestick had a golden bowl on top of it and a ladder resting against it

· Each bowl was filled with about 7½ gallons of pure oil and worn out liturgical clothing was used as wicks.

· The light from the 4 candlesticks was so bright that, according to the Mishnah, there was not a single court yard in Jerusalem that was not lit-up by the light

· The light represents the Shekinah glory that once filled the temple where God’s presence dwelt. (1 Kings 8:10-11; Ezekiel 43:5)

· During this time, the Temple was thought of as “the light of the world.”

· During the Feast, Jesus claimed that He was the “Light of the World.” (John 8:12)

· During the Feast, in the court of women, the accusers brought the woman caught in the act of adultery (John 8:1-11)

· What did Jesus write on the ground? (Jeremiah 17:13)

· Israel was chosen to be God’s light to the world (Deuteronomy 7:6-8)

· Israel’s mission is to serve God

· Reason: God wanted people out of the world whom He could use and work through to reveal His glory.

· God revealed His redemptive plan to the whole world so that the world could see that God and His Messiah are light (John 1:1-4 and 1 John 1:5)

· Israel was to be a witness to the world and to proclaim no other savior but He. (Isaiah 43:1-14 and 18-21; Luke 24:44-49; Acts 4:10-12)

· Israel as a nation failed this mission

· Israel, as individual Jews who believed and followed after God, succeeded.

· Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses and the prophets.

· The Bible is written by these servants that were led by the Holy Spirit (“God breathed” 2 Timothy 3:16)

· The Messiah was Jewish

· In this way Israel has been a blessing to all nations! (Genesis 12:3; Galatians 3:8, 14, 16, 29)

· Even though Israel as a corporate nation failed, she still remains God’s chosen people (Romans 11:25-29)

· Israel still has a role to play in the future of the world (Romans 11:12-15;       Isaiah 62:1-5)

· Israel will be a blessing to all nations during the Millennial Kingdom          (Malachi 3:12; Zechariah 8:11-15; Isaiah 19:23-25; Isaiah 2:2-4) 

When was Christ Born? 

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&q=%22on+what+day+was+Jesus+born%22
http://www.aloha.net/~mikesch/sukkoth.htm
On What Day Was Jesus Born?


While much of the world celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ on the 25th of December, can the actual day of Jesus' birth be determined from scripture? This question will be explored in some detail, and will yield a result that is quite intriguing. The first passage we will consider begins with the father of John the Baptist, Zacharias:

Luke 1:5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.

Luke 1:8 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, ...

Luke 1:23 And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house.
Luke 1:24 And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, ...

The clue given to us here is that Zacharias was of the "course" of Abia.

The 24 Courses of the Temple Priesthood.
King David on God's instructions (1 Chr 28:11-13) had divided the sons of Aaron into 24 groups (1 Chr 24:1-4), to setup a schedule by which the Temple of the Lord could be staffed with priests all year round in an orderly manner. After the 24 groups of priests were established, lots were drawn to determine the sequence in which each group would serve in the Temple. (1 Chr 24: 7-19). That sequence is as follows:

	1 Chr 24:7
	1. Jehoiarib
	2. Jedaiah

	1 Chr 24:8
	3. Harim
	4. Seorim

	1 Chr 24:9
	5. Malchijah
	6. Mijamin

	1 Chr 24:10
	7. Hakkoz
	8. Abijah

	1 Chr 24:11
	9. Jeshuah
	10. Shecaniah

	1 Chr 24:12
	11. Eliashib
	12. Jakim

	1 Chr 24:13
	13. Huppah
	14. Jeshebeab

	1 Chr 24:14
	15. Bilgah
	16. Immer

	1 Chr 24:15
	17. Hezir
	18. Aphses

	1 Chr 24:16
	19. Pethahiah
	20. Jehezekel

	1 Chr 24:17
	21. Jachim
	22. Gamul

	1 Chr 24:18
	23. Delaiah
	24. Maaziah


1 Chr 24:19 These were the orderings of them in their service to come into the house of the LORD, according to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded him.

Now each one of the 24 "courses" of priests would begin and end their service in the Temple on the Sabbath, a tour of duty being for one week (2 Chr 23:8, 1 Chr 9:25). On three occasions during the year, all the men of Israel were required to travel to Jerusalem for festivals of the Lord, so on those occasions all the priests would be needed in the Temple to accommodate the crowds. Those three festivals were Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and Tabernacles (Deut 16:16).

The Yearly Cycle of Service in the Temple.
The Jewish calendar begins in the spring, during the month of Nisan, so the first "course" of priests, would be that of the family of Jehoiarib, who would serve for seven days. The second week would then be the responsibility of the family of Jedaiah. The third week would be the feast of Unleavened Bread, and all priests would be present for service. Then the schedule would resume with the third course of priests, the family of Harim. By this plan, when the 24th course was completed, the general cycle of courses would repeat. This schedule would cover 51 weeks or 357 days, enough for the lunar Jewish calendar (about 354 days). So, in a period of a year, each group of priests would serve in the Temple twice on their scheduled course, in addition to the 3 major festivals, for a total of about five weeks of duty.

The Conception of John the Baptist.
Now back to Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist.

Luke 1:23 And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house.
Luke 1:24 And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, ...

Beginning with the first month, Nisan, in the spring (March-April), the schedule of the priest's courses would result with Zacharias serving during the 10th week of the year. This is because he was a member of the course of Abia (Abijah), the 8th course, and both the Feast of Unleavened Bread (15-21 Nisan) and Pentecost (6 Sivan) would have occurred before his scheduled duty. This places Zacharias' administration in the Temple as beginning on the second Sabbath of the third month, Sivan (May-June).

	 
	1st Month
	2nd Month
	3rd Month

	
	Abib - Nisan
(March - April)
	Zif - Iyyar
(April - May)
	Sivan
(May - June)

	First
Week
	Jehoiarib (1)
	Seorim (4)
	All Priests
(Pentecost)

	Second
Week
	Jedaiah (2)
	Malchijah (5)
	Abijah (8)

	Third
Week
	All Priests
(Feast of Unleavened Bread)
	Mijamin (6)
	Jeshuah (9)

	Fourth
Week
	Harim (3)
	Hakkoz (7)
	Shecaniah (10)


Having completed his Temple service on the third Sabbath of Sivan, Zacharias returned home and soon conceived his son John. So John the Baptist was probably conceived shortly after the third Sabbath of the month of Sivan.

The Conception of Jesus Christ.
Now the reason that the information about John is important, is because according to Luke, Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the sixth month of Elisabeth's pregnancy:

Luke 1:24 And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying,
Luke 1:25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.
Luke 1:26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazareth,
Luke 1:27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary.

Note that verse 26 above refers to the sixth month of Elisabeth's pregnancy, not Elul, the sixth month of the Hebrew calendar, and this is made plain by the context of verse 24 and again in verse 36:

Luke 1:36 And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.

Mary stayed with Elizabeth for the last 3 months of her pregnancy, until the time that John was born.

Luke 1:56 And Mary abode with her about three months, and returned to her own house.
Luke 1:57 Now Elisabeth's full time came that she should be delivered; and she brought forth a son.

Now working from the information about John's conception late in the third month, Sivan, and advancing six months, we arrive late in the 9th month of Kislev (Nov-Dec) for the time frame for the conception of Jesus. It is notable here that the first day of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights, is celebrated on the 25th day of Kislev, and Jesus is called the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5, 12:46). This does not appear to be a mere coincidence. In the book of John, Hanukkah is called the feast of dedication (John 10:22). Hanukkah is an eight day festival, celebrating the relighting of the menorah in the rededicated Temple, which according to the story, stayed lit miraculously for eight days on only one day's supply of oil.

The Birth of John the Baptist.
Based on a conception shortly after the third Sabbath of the month of Sivan, projecting forward an average term of about 10 lunar months (40 weeks), we arrive in the month of Nisan. It would appear that John the Baptist may have been born in the middle of the month, which would coincide with Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread. It is interesting to note, that even today, it is customary for the Jews to set out a special goblet of wine during the Passover Seder meal, in anticipation of the arrival of Elijah that week, which is based on the prophecy of Malachi:

Mal 4:5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

Jesus identified John as the "Elijah" that the Jews had expected:

Mat 17:10 And his disciples asked him, saying, Why then say the scribes that Elias must first come?
Mat 17:11 And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things.
Mat 17:12 But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them.
Mat 17:13 Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist.

The angel that appeared to Zacharias in the temple also indicated that John would be the expected "Elias":

Luke 1:17 And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.

So then, the Feast of Unleavened Bread begins on the 15th day of the 1st month, Nisan, and this is a likely date for the birth of John the Baptist, the expected "Elijah".

The Birth of Jesus Christ.
Since Jesus was conceived six months after John the Baptist, and we have established a likely date for John's birth, we need only move six months farther down the Jewish calender to arrive at a likely date for the birth of Jesus. From the 15th day of the 1st month, Nisan, we go to the 15th day of the 7th month, Tishri. And what do we find on that date? It is the festival of Tabernacles! The 15th day of Tishri begins the third and last festival of the year to which all the men of Israel were to gather in Jerusalem for Temple services. (Lev 23:34)

Immanuel.
Isa 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Immanuel means "God with us". The Son of God had come to dwell with, or tabernacle on earth with His people.

John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

The word in the Hebrew for dwelt is succah and the name of the Feast of Tabernacles in Hebrew is Sukkot, a festival of rejoicing and celebration:

Luke 2:7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
Luke 2:8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Luke 2:9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid.
Luke 2:10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
Luke 2:11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

Why was there no room at the inn? Bethlehem is only about 5 miles from Jerusalem, and all the men of Israel had come to attend the festival of Tabernacles as required by the law of Moses. Every room for miles around Jerusalem would have been already taken by pilgrims, so all that Mary and Joseph could find for shelter was a stable.

Also of note is the fact that the Feast of Tabernacles is an eight day feast (Lev 23:36, 39). Why eight days? It may be because an infant was dedicated to God by performing circumcision on the eighth day after birth:

Luke 2:21 And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.

So the infant Jesus would have been circumcised on the eighth and last day of the Feast of Tabernacles, a Sabbath day. The Jews today consider this a separate festival from Tabernacles, and they call it Shemini Atzeret.

Conclusion
So, if you have followed the above reasoning, based on the scriptural evidence, a case can apparently be made that Jesus Christ was born on the 15th day of the month of Tishri, on the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles, which corresponds to the September - October timeframe of our present calendar!

	Jewish month
	Begins the
New moon of
	John the Baptist
	Jesus

	1. Abib / Nisan
	March-April
	Birth of John
15 Nisan
	  4

	2. Zif / Iyyar
	April-May
	 
	  5

	3. Sivan
	May-June
	Conception of John
after 3rd Sabbath
	  6

	4. Tammuz
	June-July
	1
	  7

	5. Ab / Av
	July-August
	2
	  8

	6. Elul
	August-September
	3
	  9

	7. Ethanim / Tishri
	September-October
	4
	Birth of Jesus
15 Tishri

	8. Bul / Marheshvan / Heshvan
	October-November
	5
	 

	9. Chisleu / Chislev / Kislev
	November-December
	6
	Conception of Jesus
25 Kislev ?

	10. Tebeth / Tevet
	December-January
	7
	  1

	11. Shebat / Shevat
	January-February
	8
	  2

	12. Adar
	February-March
	9
	  3


Tabernacles Future Fulfillment
It is also interesting to note the Tabernacles was a feast of ingathering of the Harvest (Exo 23:16 and 34:22). If Jesus' first coming was indeed on 15 Tishri, the first day of Tabernacles, then it is quite reasonable to presume that the harvest of this earth, the ingathering of the second coming of Jesus Christ, will also occur on precisely the same date. The unknown factor would be the year that this would happen.

